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Did you know that your mother 
liked to work in the garden too? 


Yes. But rd couldn't ae ony? it CEO 
fol rd grow. Neu “Veen 
ae 
She seems to have saved |— 
up all her nurturing for you. 


You are becoming a 
fine young cub, Rojigo. 


Which reminds me, do you know 


where you get your nome from? That's right. Your grandmother's father 


was Rojigo. He was a fine strong fellow, 
like you will be when you grow up. 


\ 


“Mednet? Have you noticed my 
husband's change in behavior? 


Exactly. 
Can you explain that? 


HERE IS NO IMMEDIATE EXPLANATION. 
PERHAPS THE PRESENCE OF THE CHILD 
HAS A THERAPEUTIC EFFECT. 


“Therapeutic effect"? Is that all? After all this time, 
he's suddenly clear and responsive, and all you can 
do is give me is vague non-answers? 


Hello, oh, Mother. 
Yes? What is if? 


THE MIND IS NOT A PLACE OF EXACT SCIENCE. 
IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT WE ALL WAIT AND 
SEE HOW HE PROGRESSES le THE LONG TERM. 


Af ee LX me 
i with Erma, ee 
Eda, I'm taking Rojigo ae 
Go 
es a 


There is nothing wrong, but your father seems to be 
unusually clear and responsive today with Rolie 


We'll talk about it later. But for now, 
I've promised Rojigo a sweety bar and a walk. 
When we get back, there is so much — 


to the service center. 
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| Comm, switch off, please. That was weird. Father hasn't done 
—~ anything like that since before his collapse. 
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| wonder if Ro's talent had something to do with it? And is 
it going to last? If not, this is going to be awful for Mother. 


Net, what can you tell me 
about my father's recovery? 


AN INTERESTING CASE. INTERACTION BETWEEN PSYCHOSIS 

AND TALENT IS NOT UNCOMMON, BUT THE CASES ARE T00 

SUBJECTIVE AND TOO LIMITED TO GIVE A SATISFACTORY 
STATISTICAL BASELINE. 


THE NET DOESN'T KNOW EVERYTHING. MOREOVER, 
SOME ASPECTS OF TALENT-RELATED PHENOMENA 
ARE CLASSIFIED. YOU ARE ADVISED NOT TO DISCUSS 
ANY PART OF THE ISSUE WITH ANYONE. IT IS TIME 
FOR YOUR MEETING WITH WING COMMANDER CHHPTHT. 


Wing Commander, 
any relevant news for us? 


restrained response. 


Hmm. that's really weird, Father responding 
to Rojigo so, and the Net getting tight-lipped 
about everything. | just hope Chuhpithit has 
some good news. 


There are now seven hostiles in system, with possible ACV 
launches, and there has been almost no reaction from Command. | EF353 


That way, if all this has just been a brinksmanship ploy, there is 
no damage done and only the diplomats have to work overtime. 


| wonder if they're going to simply sidestep the attacking 
force. Allow them to sweep through the system in a show 
of force, but not actually engage. 


Do you really think the ILR, 

if it is really them, would go 
to all this trouble just to see 

if they can provoke an incident? 
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| really don't know. But after Derzon, | can't 
underestimate what they might be willing to attempt. 


But just in case, do we have any provision for close-in defense? 
| know there is no good way to stop a determined high-density 
attack, but can we put together a limited arrangement of 
interceptors to deal with say, a dozen impactors? 


Oh, the basic hardware is certainly on hand, but without 
official approval, it could only be a thought experiment. 


Wing Commander, it seems clear to me that we are rather 
deficient in our technical improvisational skills. Permission to 
assemble a remedial engineering course for the wing? 


But there is something to be said for a contingency 
readiness exercise, just a training test, you understand, 
and building a sample improvised interceptor or two — . 


By all means, 
Pilot Officer, 
by all means. 
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Good day, Hon. Daisha. 
Meet my grandson, Rojigo. 


Hai, Hon. Kanoc. 
A fine pup, and glad 
to see you about. 


Yes — . My daughter is back on planet 
and Rojigo is staying with us for now. 
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Father, you're — ah? 


And what brings 
you here? 


Yes, I've been feeling 
a bit better lately. 


Yes she is, and here 
is your nephew, Rojigo. 


Al, 
Rojigo, this is your mother's 
brother, and your uncle, Tasak. 
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I've been posted in Annahport 
and heard that Erma was back. 


Ah, | was hoping to get together with the families. 
Ya know, as long as everyone is in town. 


Thank you, Father. 
Could | see you later? 


| am sorry, son, but you are going 
against all | have given my life to. 
| cannot compromise myself, even for you. 


We have been listening to the Assembly hearings and heard from Joseph 
about Tavas Ikalik. Considering your current career choices, you would 
not be welcomed by most of the families. However, your mother is at the 
unit now and would be happy to see you. 


You seem determined in your association with 
disparate elements whom | cannot condone. 


Yes, | got a last minute transfer 
to regional just yesterday. 


Well enough. 
Erma is here, 


with her baby. 


Yeah, | saw Father on the way over. 
What's happened with him? 
He's so — ah — you know — . 


Out at the old station mostly, 
but yeah, I'll be around. 


Then you'll be in town? 


Well, he has been in touch 
with Chanti and members 
of the council. 


Why is everyone so on about some administrative fine-tuning? 
The EDF commanders are merely eliminating some layers of 
bureaucracy between military command and civil authorities. 


AS E 
That is not the way the council sees it, however. Chanti says that they 
are going into private session to assemble a full forum presentation and 
plebiscite to curtail the civil articles of our pact with the Confed. 
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Break with Confed? Now, with 
the ILR screaming down on us? 


No, of course not. They only want to make 
sure that the EDF doesn't forget its place. 


Well, sir, I'm settling in well enough, though 
the family is a bit cool to my position right now. 
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Oh, they're all upset about keeping the service out of local affairs. 


Even want to revoke the charter, do a big public thing with it and all. 
Like it is such a big deal and all. 


Is that so? 
Well, when things calm down a bit, 


we'll get it all straightened out. F357 


| have called this special session of the state council to discuss our 
position on the imminent threat presented by the invading ILR ships. 


acking any communication or other usable facts about them, 
we have to assume they harbor purely hostile intent. 


However, the danger may lie more in the potential for vast and profound 
social disruption that the fear and panic of an attack may cause, than in 
the limited physical damage that those few ships could inflict. 


There are already sufficient assets in place to ward off virtually any attack; 
any attempt to destroy Dornthantii strategic resources is a wasted gesture. 
So, clearly, the critical defense is that of protecting civil order. 


For example, merely reducing media 
coverage of the incoming ships would 
reduce needless speculation. The less 
we talk about it, the less the masses 
hear and worry about it. 


That's it exactly! Obviously, any new substantive 
information would be issued immediately, and 
the basic data base on the whole event would be 
maintained and accessible. 


And, on a more practical level, with fewer answers demanded of us about what 
we plan to do, the less we'll feel obligated to either tell the truth and tip our 
hand to the enemy or keep secrets and look like dissemblers to our constituents. 


Ah, under the Confed charter, the EDF has broad 
discretion in the level of civil intervention in applicable 
regional defense matters. You have already initiated 
the first phase of the EDF defense response. It would 
be easy to invoke EDF crisis management, at least 
to answer any charges of media suppression. You 
could still run things as always, but the EDF would 
take responsibility for the distasteful actions. 


This understanding would be a purely legalistic artifact? 
We would maintain full sovereignty in our domestic functions? 


os Awh, come on! 
Hey, llyna, wanna go We'd have fun! 
out fonight and party? Scope out the guys. 


Thank you, no. 
| have much to do. You | 
go and have your party. 


Her? 
Oh, she was my lover, 
back in academy. 
| miss her very much. 


Well, that was some time ago, but who 
is to say where my inferest might go, eh? 
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= Not that I'm not desirable, it's just 
hould | move? | mean, I'm not 5 | that | don't — ah — well, ya know. 
your type or anything, am I? 


Not that it's all that bad or anything. 
Its just that — well — 1 dunno. 


I've never done — well, | guess | 
haven't done it with a guy yet either. 


Well, almost never. 


| mean — ah — well, skip it. f= Anyway, if you're looking for someone, 


| heard that there's an engineer on 
second shift, if you like mustelids. 


His sister said he fell 
out of a tree as a cub 


So, how did he get 
that scar on his leg? 


I've been with Onni for more than three years . 
now and know his obligations all too well. 


Hon. Kho, you're being 
awtully civil about all this. I'm also secure in myself and sugoartive enough 


of him not to worry about this situation. 


Trust me, there is more than 


And on a more practical level, I'll be E 
: enough of him for the both of us. | 


getting the best part of the deal. 


He gets to be a father, | can help you with the 
mothering — and after a denload of nephews, 
that's all | think | could stand — and we both get him. 


“Hello, th hei —2] But you get to buy dinner. 
v = \ 
I think we'll get N v 
along fine. Karema? 


Lots of — = 
And there's a late-night 
dessert place. 


I've got it tamped 
down, Captain. 
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‘cf Come on, you. It's jus 
— d compressed air and water lines.| 7 
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Give me a few minutes to clean up |. 
and I'll be back with you. It doesn't 
present an operational risk. 


| Computer, can you detect | » 
any of this blow-out? 
WA 


| HAVE NO DETECTORS WITHIN THE 
FEED LINE SYSTEMS IN QUESTION. 
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So, how many of the onboard 
systems do have proper monitors? 
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Tactical, how is theGwanni 
conducting herself? 


if ] 
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IF THE LAYOUT DOCUMENTATION IS CORRECT, 
ONLY THE CRYONIC LINES AND MAJOR HEAT 
EXCHANGERS ARE FULLY MANAGED. 


It is suggested that our opponents 
have misconstrued our intentions, 
believing this to be merely a 
provocative show of force. 


They haven't tried to stop us? | 


She will have made closest approach 
to target in ten minutes. 


Gwanni has launched her last ACVs. 
EDF assets have not yet countered. 
First impact in one minute. 


strike ought 
to enjoy complete success. 


Conversely, this ship will likely suffer 
the full attentions of their defenses. |: 


However, while dealing with that, 
| discovered that computer management of the 
various systems is not at all thorough. Therefore, 
I'm concerned about effective damage control. 


Effective damage control? 
While | appreciate your zeal in the role of 
responsible ship's engineer, | suggest you 
reconsider the realities of our situation. 


The closing target has 
launched a spread of ACVs. 


Do we have any assets that 
could intercept at this point? 


There are some ACVs in high orbit - 
an engineering exercise, putting 
together some improvised interceptors. 


mission is obvious: to distract 
the defenses that must surely be 
/) brought to bear against our formation. 
If necessary, we will sacrifice ourselves 
to enable our comrades to bring the 
attack to the home of our enemies. 
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COMMANDER FELNA. 
COMMANDER FELNA. 


We are not going to take prematurely 


provocative action against the unknowns. 


Can | at least give an 
imminent-attack warning? 


ATTACK ACVS ARE Ff, 
EXPECTED TO IMPACT if 
\ " PLANET IN LESS 
KSA THAN A MINUTE, 
Why aren't — oh, never mind. 
Launch our ACVs now! 
a \ =v intervention trajectories! 
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SPECIAL ORDER NOT RECOGNIZED. 


Net, exert your own override, relabel 
it after the fact to me, but do it now! 
This is absolutely the last chance! 


Damnit! What good are you!? Initiate any civil defense 
that might mitigate our losses. And get our defenses 
moving. Plot potential new threats and get any 
available assets moving to cover them as best we can. 
This is an absolute priority and needs the highest level 
of system initiative. 


OVERRIDE AUTHORIZED. 
YOU NOW HAVE COMMAND AUTHORITY. 


THREATS ARE NOW BELOW MINIMUM 
INTERCEPT RANGE. PREPARE FOR IMPACTS. 
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Sir, trajectory plots : Basen 
suggest impacts. Any of them us No sir, but several cities may be threatened. 


Should we mobilize any defenses now? 
These are clearly hostile tracks. 


BUT SIR! The tracks show major population centers are 
threatened! Initial projections have a million casualties! 


| want the best possible 
tracking records of all this. 
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Sir! We have a lock-out! The Net is arranging a 
defense on its own. It can't save the cities, but 
it's getting things in line for the next wave. 


Get control back, NOW! 
And find out who's responsible. 
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Impact confirmed! 
Two impacts, now 
two impacts confirmed! 


| have six impacts showing on the weather | 
‘| image now. Someone better get the word 
out to all the ejecta and down wind people. 


come here! 


BOOM 


Rojigo, 
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